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ANIMADVERSIONS 


ON A 


Ve \ | 3 
PAPER, Oe. 


({XTREMES are always dangerous, 
the middle way is the ſafeſt. In the 
»d4 preſent Controverſy about the Repeal 
of the Corporation and Teſt-Ads, ſome 
BW ſay that no time is fo proper as the pre- 
ſefit ; others again, with as bad a Grace, tell us that 
no time atall 1s proper. I who was wing to be a 
Moderator between the Horſpyrs on both ſides, was 
for adviſing as a Friend to wait a little, and would 
ot have the Proteſtant Diſſenters to be too eager, or 
to do any thing to diſguſt the Adminiſtration, to 
diſturb the publick Peace, or to hurt themſelves ; and 
endeavour'd by ſome Reaſons, and in a few Queries, 
to ſhew them the impropriety of puſhing this mat- 
ter at this Time; but however innocent and lauda- 
ble a Man's Intentions are, ſome or other, we ſee, 
will take Offence. | 
Not long after the Publication of the Reaſons a- 
ainſt Puſhing, out comes an Advertiſement in a 
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News-paper, that an Anſwer to ſome Queries would 


within two Days be publiſh'd, I could have wiſh'd | 


them far enough, for putting out the Advertiſement, 


before the Day that the Paper was publiſh'd ; for 


there was poor I threaten'd by ſome, and tiezing my 
ſelf about the Anſwer.— Thinks I, it's time to 
keep a good look-out, we ſhall all be demoliſhed if 


we be not careful. Well, after much inward fretting, 


I got a fight of this Paper, and no ſooner had I clap'd 


my Eye upon the Title, but I was ſtunned, and | s 
ſtartled 3 not at the Title itſelf, no, no, it is a very | 
| modeſt one I own ; but at a certain Quotation out 


of a Letter (as the Anſwerer tells me) to Samuel Hal- 
den Eſq; occaſion'd by his Speech. It is this, Great 
« Heats have been among them (the Di/ſenters) and 
the Diviſions they have occaſion'd, have render*d 


„ the Menaces of that Body far leſs formidable 


than heretofore, And if it ſhould farther appear, 
that their 1 to quarrel among themſelves 
vill not ſuffer them to agree, even in proper mea- 
& ſures of attacking the eſtabliſn'd Church, the 
„ World will be apt to take it for granted they 
« can agree in Nothing.” I freely own I have not 
as yet ſeen this Letter, but I ſuppoſe this Paragrah 
is in it, becauſe our Author has embelliſhed his Ti- 
tle-page with it. Proh pudor ! what will Men come 
ro by and by! I may well cry out, O tempora! O 


mores ] This is all Cataline and Conſpiracy indeed! 
this is THAME all over. The Menaces of that Body 
far leſs formidable than heretofore ! agree in pro- 
per Meaſures to attack the Church! I profeſs I dont 
underſtand this Language. Menace and Attack ! I | 


hope by Menaces the Letter-writer means no more 


than ſuch as were uſed by the ſubſcribing Miniſters | 


at Salters-Hall to their Brethren; i. e. earneſt Ex- 


poſtulations and Entreaties to join with them; and by 


attacking he intends a friendly one, attacking in a 
rattonal and modeſt way, and not vi & armis ; ſuch a 
ſort 


- 
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* fort of attacking as our Saviour meant when he 

bad his Diſciples compel them to come in, i. e. | 
Perſwaſion and Argument. For if any thing more is 
intended, horreſco referens, I defire to be out of the 
Secret. But be the meaning what it will, I who am 
a Proteſtant Diſſenter, can't but conclude that an 
Enemy has done this. But then why ſhould our 
Author clap this Sentence at the Front of his Paper? 


1 I ſuppoſe he might ſet it down only ro ſhew the 


danger of being diſconcerted ; and as a fort of tacit 
Advice to the Proteſtant Difſenters to be unanimous z 
not that he adopts the whole as his own pro- 

er Senſe : for tho our Author ſeems to be a 
Puſher by his Paper, yet ſure he'll have more Pru- 
dence than to run his Head againſt a Church-wall, 
becauſe he cannot but be ſenſible that it is fo churliſh 
it will not give way to his Noddle, but batter his 
poor Scul to pieces before he can make any Impreſ- 
fion in it. 1 | 

I hope my Anſwerer will excuſe my little Excur- 
fions here, and pardon my jocoſeneſs : I would not 
be ſo merry I aſſure him, if I durſt have attackd 
his Front with a grave Formality, But ſo much 
for the Title- page! come we now to the Body of the 
Book. I am glad that no Anſwer is made to my 
- ſhort Reaſons and friendly Advice, ſo that I perceive 
theſe paſs Muſter. All the oppoſition I find is to my 
Queries, to which I muſt now attend. My firſt 

| Query was this, | 3 
Whether the Intereſt and Influence of thoſe of the 


National Church, who are well affected to the pre- 


ſent Government, is not equal, if not ſuperior to 

yours? a 
This Query, our Author ſays, ſcarce deſerves an 
Anſwer, and that for this very ſubſtantial Reaſon; 
* becauſe it ſuppoſes all thoſe of the National 
* Church who are well affected to the preſent Go- 
** vernment, to be againſt any application 8 
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(63 Os. 
te Parliament, for explaining the Corporation and 
« Teſt-AFs, as far as they relate to Proteſtant Di/- 


& {znters.” A Man muſl have a very odd turn'd | 


Head who could ſo much as fanſy that ſuch a _— 
poſition as this ſhould be imply'd in the Query ſe 
parately taken; but if he look forward to the very 
next, one would have thought it almoſt impoſſible, 
that any one in his Senſes ſhould affirm that this 
Query ſuppoſes. all thoſe, Sc. and yet ſuch is the 


monſtruous Suppoſition our profound Anſwerer draws | \ 


from the Query, But no more of that, for I don't 
deſire to aggravate Inadvertencies, only I would hum- 


bly ſuppoſe, that our Author began to anſwer the 
Queries before he had read them over. 

We will allow, with our Author, that © many of 
ce the National Church (and I heartily wiſh there 
« were more of them) who are beſt affected to the 
“ Government declare, that ſuch an Explanation 
«< would be highly for the honour and ſervice of the 
Church, and of the Clergy, and for the juſt Eaſe 
<* of the Diſſenters:” but I don't know that they 
declare, that it is © for the better ſecuring the Go- 
% vernment in his Majeſty's Royal Perſon Md Fa- 
% mily, for the reſtoring and ſtrengthning the Civil 
and Religious Liberties of the Subject, and for 


£ the better uniting Proteſtants both at Home and 


* Abroad.” I don't dęny but the matter of this 


Declaration may be true, and] ſhould be glad to 


find that the Majority of the National Church was in 
this way of thinking ; but this Paragraph is not what 
I have yet learn'd to be the Senſe of many of the 
National Church, tho I am very ſenſible it 1s, with 
little Variation, in a certain firſt Nem. Con. Reſolu- 
tion: and it ſmells ſo rank of Berks, Oxon and Bucks, 
that I am almoſt tempted to think my Anſwerer 


was one of the numerous meeting of fifty four Gen- 


tlemen and Miniſters, aſſembled at Thame, who gave 


into it. | 
. | My 
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My ſecond Query was this. 3 
Is we. pe Ars for the Repeal at this time, 


has not a tendency to diſconcert and divide that In- 


tereſt, by diſguſting a great number of them, who 
uſed to be unanimous againſt the High-Church, in 
voting with you? 

To this our Author is pleas'd to reply, The 
< puſhing for ſuch an Explanation of the two Ads, 


e as has been mention'd, has not a tendency to diſ- 
„ guſt the Intereſt above mentioned, or conſequent- 


« ly to divide it; but on the contrary to ſtrengthen 
4 and cement it.” This is only begging the Queſ- 
tion, and a meer gratis diffum. Our Author can- 
not 9 know that it has the abovementioned tenden- 
cy; and that ſome at leaſt, if not many, of the na- 
tional Church are againſt puſhing, either for the Re- 
peal, or Explanation of che aforementioned Acts: un- 
leſs by the many of the ſaid Church which he ſays (in 
the anſwer to the foregoing Query) declare that 
ſuch an Explanation would be highly for the ho- 
nour and ſervice of the Church, he means all: 
nay, he proceeds to tell us, that “ if no Appli- 
cation is to be made for ſuch an Explanation, till 
% ſome are willing to give it, who ſometimes vote 
« with the Diſſenters againſt the High-Church; no 
« Applicition for ſuch Explanation. can ever be 
“ made.“ Now by ſome here who are unwilling to 
give this Explanation, he cannot mean none, any 
more than by the many who are for it, he can 
mean all; and therefore ſince both the ſome and 


many are in the ſame aforeſaid Intereſt, our Author 
has kindly proved for me what he himſelf deny'd, 


viz. that the Puſhing for the Repeal, or Explanation 
of the Acts, has a tendency to diſconcert and divide 
their Intereſt ; unleſs he can ſuppoſe that the ſome who 
are unwilling to give the Explanation, will not be 
diſguſted at the Dyſenters puthing for it: but how- 
ever it is to be hoped that hoſe ſome who are 

nor 


($8) 
not willing to give the Explication, and conſequent- 
ly would be offended at the Diſſenters puſhing it 
now, may in time be moderated and brought to a 
better temper and ſence of things ; and therefore 
we have no occaſion to give into one Doctor's Opi- 
nion, that no time is proper. Come we now to the 
third Query, which is this. : Dh | 
Whether ſuppoſing the Adminiſtration ſhould fa- 


vour your Petition, and thereby diſoblige many of 


their Friends; your Intereſt will be ſufficient to coun- 
terballance ſuch a Loſs? | | | 
To this our Anſwerer ſays, © it is a known fact, 
and muſt be allowed, that in the Reign of the late 
Queen, the Diſſenters, with the aſſiſtance of their 
Friends who are againſt Perſecution, choſe an 
«<< Houſe of Commons of true Patriots, againſt 
« the High Church Party, and againſt a united 
“ and powerful Miniſtry, who were for a Court 
* Houſe of Commons, both in oppoſition to Whigs 
and Tories,” Granted, but what then? Therefore 
ſays he, it may be certainly infered, that the 
„ Diſſenters with the aſſiſtance of the ſame Friends, 
< are able to chuſe a Houſe of Commons of ſuch 
« Patriots again, with the countenance and aſſiſtance 
« of the Miniſtry.” We will grant our Anſwerer's 
Inference, as well as Premiſes to be true; only it is 
not at all to the purpoſe : for tho the Diſſenters with 
the aſſiſtance of their Friends of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, are able to chuſe a Houſe of Commons of 
Patriots, when theſe their Friends unite with them, 
yet if many of their Friends, or at leaſt the ſome 
which our Author admits to be unwilling to give the 


Explanations, ſhould be diſguſted, and fly off from | 


the Diſſenters, for their puſhing this affair, how ſhall 
we be able then to chuſe a Houſe of Commons of 
Patriots? And I can't be without my fears, that many 
of their Friends, who voted with the Diſſenters againſt 


the High Church in that time of extremity, when 
: our 
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our fears of a Pretender were very ſtrong, would 
not be willing to join the Diſſeniers again, if they 
ſhould be too violent in this puſhing Buſineſs : and 
therefore I apprehend my Query ſtands untouch'd, 
notwithſtanding all that our Author has reply'd to 
it. As to the laſt ſneering Paragraph z I mean ſuch 


„an Aſſiſtance of the Miniſtry as it may be fit and 
s proper for the Miniſtry to give.“ This only ſerves 
to ſhew us that our Anſwerer is no great Friend tothe 
Miniſtry ; and gives us reaſon to ſuſpect, that the 


main promoters of the -puſhing Deſign, have no 
kind Intentions towards the , preſent Adminiſtration. 
Indeed the Subſtance of this Anſwer has been by a 
certain L ſo often harangu'd upon in the Commit- 
tee, and withoutany Noticetaken of it ; that I wonder 
it ſhould be brought in here, unleſs our Anſwerer 
had a mind to tell the World how often he, as well as 
that L—d, can contradict himſelf without Bluſhing ; 
and therefore when I compare the Anſwers already 


7 with the 6th Nem. Con. Reſolution at Thame, 


am apt to be jealous that the ſame Perſon had a 
Hand in both, . 
The 4th Query is this. 


Whether the Adminiſtration are moſt obliged to 


you or you to them? if you are moſt obliged to them, 
which no thinking Man can deny: then muſt it not 
be a moſt raſh and prepoſterous thing, for you to 


EBpuſh an Affair of this nature, without the Encourage- 


ment of their Aſſiſtance, yea, againſt their Advice ? 

In anſwer to this our Author has artfully changed 
the word Adminiſtration, to that of Miniſtry (for 
what Reaſon it is no difficult thing to gueſs) and 
then puts a Query upon the former part of mine, vis. 
who are under the greateſt Obligations, they who 
in common with all other Subjects enjoy the bare 
Protection of ſuch Laws as are in Being, while there 
are other Laws in Being, that put them under par- 
** ticular Diſabilities and — z or thoſe who 


e enjoy + 
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Meeting, where the Author of the Paper of Reaſons 
for Puſbing then handed about, was enquired after) 
I am for no Inquiſition; this is a tender Point, and 


ed to Advantage, without the advice of the Admi- 
niſtration, an Affair of that prodigious importance 


(10) 


« enjoy the greateſt Honours, Places and Emoluments 
« of a Country, which they could not enjoy without the 
Expence and unwearied Struggles of thoſe others 
<« juſt before mentioned?“ It were no difficult thing 
to give a poſitive Anſwer to this Query, with proper 
Reaſons to ſupport it, were it prudent ſo to do, and 
therefore I ſhall reply (as one did at a late general 


to determine it with Proof either way may be at- 
tended with ſuch Inconveniencies, as makes it moſt 
adviſeable to be ſilent. | | | 

As to what our Author ſays in anſwer to the lat- WI 
ter part of our Query. I have only to ſay, that our 
Author does not want to be inform'd by me, that 
to puſh for theſe Explanations at this time is judged 


unadviſable by them above; that whatever other 


leſſer Things the Di//enters or others may have puſh- 


to the whole Kingdom as that under our Conſidera- 
tion is, ought net to be puſhed at this juncture 
againſt the Advice of the Adminiſtration, and other 
Friends; nor is it probable, if it ſhould be puſhed, 
that it would meet with a defired Succeſs without 
their Aſſiſtance. As to the Quakers, that they have | 
often got reaſonable Laws in their Favour 1s not to | 
be wondred at; firſt, becauſe as yet they have never at- 
tempted any Thing that may put them upon a Level 
with the eſtabliſh'd Church, as to Places of Profit of | 
Honour ; but only ſuch Things as refer to their own | 
Eaſe, Peace and Liberty in a religions Character; t. 
and then they are a wiſe People, as our Anſwerer ob- Na 
ſerves, wiſe to take proper Times and Seaſons, N v 
and never ſuffer themſelves to be headed by any MW a 
great Man, nor to proceed in a publick noiſy manner E 
to draw the Eyes of Enemies upon them, as the Di/- Mg 
1 3 enters 
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| ſenters have now done, eſpecially in the Country, 
under the Influence and Management of a certain 


Triſh Ld. So that this unadvis'd way of ſetting 
out, very much - induces me, if there was no other 
Reaſons to be offer'd for it, to wiſh and defire that 
the Di/enters would deſiſt for the preſent, and pro- 
ceed no farther in the Deſign of Puſhing 3. and I 
would hope in a ſhort time to be ſo caſy and happy 


as to find them all unanimous herein. 


As to the 5th Query, the Reply to it is ſo maim- 


| ed and imperfect, and ſo little to the purpoſe, that I 


ſhall not take the trouble to repeat the one, or de- 
ſcant upon the other. . 
The 6th Query ſtands thus, Whether it be ad- 
viſeable or grateful for you to fly in the Face of thoſe, 
who have always approved themſelves to be your 
beſt Friends, and to throw yourſelves into the Arms 
of your Enemies? _ . | 

Our Anſwerer replies to this, by ſuppoſing that 
an Application to the next Seſſion of Parliament, for 
the Explanation of the Corporation and Teſt- Acts, 
cannot without the greateſt Abſurdity and Injury to 
the Miniſtry, be ſaid to be a flying in their Face; 
becauſe, ſays he, it is allowed by thoſe of the Mi- 
niſters who are leaſt for it, or molt againſt it, to be 
due to the Di/ſenters; and to be more for the Intereſt 
of the Government, than for theirs (that is I ſuppole, 
he means) the Di//znters, becauſe the Explanations 


rec allowed to be founded in Juſtice, and like to be 
ttended with ſo good Conſequences. But admitting 

lll this to be true which wants Proof; for it does not 
appear that the Miniſters who are leaſt for the Expla- 


nations, or moſt againſt them, tho they may allow 
them to be juſt, and due to the Di//enters, do alſo 
allow that they are more for the Intereſt of the Go- 
vernment than theirs (the Diſſenters.) And tho ſome 
among the Diſſenters may think that the Puſhing the 
Explanations at this time, may be attended with 
good Conſequences ; yer this is not the Senſe of the 

B 2 Mini- 


| 
| 
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Miniſtry, nor do I believe it to be the judgment of 
the' majority of the ſubſtantial, prudent and religious 
among the Diſſenters ; and therefore I will venture 
to affirm that, which our Author brands as ſo great 
an Abſurdity, to puſh this Aﬀair now contrary to 
the unanimous Opinion and Advice of the Miniſtry, 
and other known Friends, 1s to fly in their Face, 
even tho the Reaſons given for ſuch their Opinion, 
ſhould not (as our Author is pleas'd to phraſe it) be 
ſufficiently explain'd, or at leaſt, not underſtood by 
our Author and ſuch miſchievous Heads as his; yea, 
tho (for wiſe and ſubſtantial Reaſons) they ſhould be 
kept ſecret from thoſe, who if they do underſtand 
them, have not diſcretion enough to make a right 
ule or-mem.. 
Query 7. Whether you can imagine that the Anti- 
miniſterial Faction, moſt of which are Tories, do ſin- 
cerely deſign any real or laſting Advantage to you, 
by encouraging you to puſh the Repeal at this Time? 
Our Author in anſwer to this tells us, that it wants 
Proof; that he don't know or believe, that it is the 
Anti- miniſterial Faction, or the Tories in particular, 
that encourage the Diſſenters to puſh for theſe Re- 
peals. If our Author don't know, or won't believe 
this, all that I can do ſor him is to pity his Ignorance 
and Infideliry. The Nature of the Thing, viz. Puſh- 
ing at this Time, when there is ſuch an Oppoſition | 
made to the preſent Adminiſtration, proclaims as on 
a Houſe-top, that the Anti-miniſterial Faction are 
ſecretly encouraging the Thing, in order to gain Wl 
over a Party to themſelves at the next Election, 
ſtrong enough, as they hope, to diſtreſs the Admini- i 
ſtration, by playing us or our Friends of the eſta- 
bliſh*'d Church, or both againſt it: and I doubt not 
but if the preſent Adminiſtration had encourag'd the | 
Diſſenters to petition for the Repeals, their Enemies and 
ours would have revived the old Cry, that the Church 
118 is in Danger, and ſo have provok'd the Church 
| | Intereſt} 
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nt of Intereſt againſt them; as I am perſuaded upon their 
zious diſcouraging it, they will endeavour to raiſe the Diſſen- 
ture ters Reſentment againſt them at the next Election: but 
great God forbid, that the Diſſenters ſhould be ſo weak as to 
y to liſten to their pernicious Inſinuations. As to what 
ftry, our Anſwerer ſays about Letters being ſent the laſt 
;  Seffion of Parliament from the Miniſters and Gen- 
tlemen in London, to their Friends in the Country, 
that if they would withdraw their Petitions they 
might depend on it, that they would join with them 


ea, ¶ this Seſſion, %o every one in the M——y ſhould he 
be ¶ againſt it. It's poſſible ſome Letters of this ſore 
tand might be writ by ſome private Hands; but I will 
right venture to affirm (ſo much I know of London, how- 


ever obſcure my Anſwerer may think me to be) that 
\nti- M this was not the unanimous and uncontradicted Senſe 
 ſin- ¶ of Leading Diſſenters at London; nor the Senſe of any 
you, number in proper Concert. F 
me ? The 8th Query 1s this, 4 CO 
rants Whether, ſuppofing the Puſh be now made, and 
s the the Tories ſhould vote in your Favour, you would 
ular, not Poll, at the next Election of Members of Par- 
Re- liament, for ſuch only as voted for the Repeal? The 
lieve malignant Conſequence of which I need not tell you. 
Our Anſwerer here aſks why it ſhould be ſup- 
poſed that the Tories ſhould vote in favour of the Dy/- 
ſenters in this Caſe, or the Whigs againſt them? 
That this is no ſtrain'd ſuppoſition, and that the 
Diſſenters too many of them would in this Caſe 


ain 9 poll as the Query ſuggeſts, is very evident, if the 
Fon, fifth New. Con. Reſolution at Thame has any mean- 
nini- ing in it, wherein it is reſolved ; among other things, 
eſta- that none of us will promiſe or give a Vote, at 


not the next Election, for any Candidate that ſhall 
the have refuſed to vote for the Repeal of theſe 
3 and Acts; or ſhall not give us proper Aſſurances to 
urch “ vote for the Repeal of them, whenever it ſhall 
urch “ be moved, in caſe ſuch Repeals be not moved 


(44) 


. and obtained in the Houſe of Commons before 


« the next Election; and that we will vote for ſuch 


« as have voted for the Repeal of the Acts, and we 


< have reaſon to think continue in the ſame Opj- 
nion, or ſhall give us pro per Aſſurances to vote 
il 


* for them, and char we wi 
<« fjans to let it be immediately known m this is 


e our Reſolution.” 


Properly reſolved indeed! By this means all chef 1 4 


Tories who voted for this Repeal, and who would 


tell their Friends the artful deſign of their ſo doing, 1 
would by the Aſſiſtance of the Diſſenters ſecure _ 1 


Election; but what would become of the 
Whigs, who if they voted for this Repeal woul = 
deſerved b the ſome, (which as our Author himſelf 


tells us) uſed to vote with the Diſſenters, and are not 


willing to give them the Repeal; and if they voted 
againſt it, would be abandon' d by the Di enters? 
fine work this would be indeed. 


The ninth Query ſtands thus. 
Whether it would not ſhew a noble Attachment 


to his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, unani- 
mouſly and with diſdain to reject an Expedient, 
however advantageous it may appear to you, that is 
deſignedly calculated to oppoſe them? 

My Anſwerer ſeems to be almoſt as angry at this 


uery as he is at the twelfth, and calls it a © moſt 
« injurious and invidious Query,” and attempts to i 


take all proper occg-| 


give ſome reaſons for it. But forbear Paſſion. I don't W# 


8 that the bare application for explaining 
the is deſignedly calculated to oppoſe his 
Majeſty's Government, nor does the 7 ſuppoſe 

4 imagine 


that the Difſenters who are miſled to puſh this "Af. | 


it, for all our Author's Outcry ; nor 


fair ſo unadviſedly at this time have any ſuch De- 
ſign ; nor do I ſuppoſe that the L-—d himſelf 
who was at the head of this Affair at Thame, and 


is deſirous (according to his Inſtructions in che New 
em. 


T9 


Opi- ¶ deſign ; but nevertheleſs the Expedient itſelf of puſh- 
vote ing the affair ſo violently. juſt at this time, is, in my 
2cca- ¶ humble Opinion, calculated to oppoſe the preſent 
is & Adminiſtration: and when I conſider it as fomented 


the Was well as to a great many others, I dare venture to 
ould ay it is de/ignedly calculated to oppoſe his Majeſty's 
ing, Perſon and Government; and as ſuch I truſt the Di/- 
their Menters (tho many of them have too unwarily and 
or 


y with unanimous contempt to reject it. 
nſelf !! uy the tenth. | 1 
t Whether, it be prudent to hazard ſo many valu- 
oted able Privileges, that you now eggoy, for the fake 
ers 2 Jof puſhing that which, if you oWWin, it will be of 
little advantage to you, as a Religious Body? 
Our Anſwerer here thinks fit to ask me, what Pri- 
nent vileges the Diſſeuters can hazard? I reply, the Protec- 
1ani- tion of the Civil and Religious Liberties we now en- 


ient, Moy, and which have ſo long been begrudg'd at by a 


at is Ncertain Faction in the Nation: which Privileges are 
hazarded, not by Petitioning the Parliament for an Ex- 
planation of theſe Laws, which every Subject; by the 


laim of Right, as our Author well obſerves, may 


s to Mfawf 
lon't NMoning at this time, and in the way that has, eſpe- 
ning ally in ſome Counties, been taken. 


Let us be thankful for what we enjoy, and not 


: his . © 

poſe Popy after the Italian, who poſſefling good Health 
gine Nas not content, but was for ſtill improving it higher, 
Af. Hand while he was taking Phy ſick for this end, in the 
De- orking of it he died; but wiſely ordered this for his 
nſelf pita. = HM — 1. 
and eee 


ſuch i Nn. Con. Reſolution at the aforeſaid place) to ſet 
1 we kimſelf at the front of it in London, has any ſuch 


[by the Tories, which to me is a thing out of queſtion, 


cps oe forwarded it) will ſee reaſon by and 


awfully do; but by puſhing ſo furiouſly for the Peti- 


(ny. 


J was wall, . 
But would be better, 
And now I am here. 


1 ſhould be as glad as my Anſwerer, to have all 
what he calls infamous Marks and heavy Fetters if 
taken off from the Diſſenters; for to be plain with 
him, tho I deſire to bear this Croſs till I can get rid 
of it without running greater Riſques, yet I don't 
court it; but J am ſtill of opinion that the Advan- 
tages we ſhould gain as a Religious Body, by get- 
ting rid of this Croſs would be but little, compared. 
with the Dangers we at this time muſt run thro? in 
puſhing for this Riddance, as we are a part of the 
whole Com mung | | 5 
Query ele vent 
Whether it is not more likely to anſwer your 
end, unanimouſly to join with others of your Friends 
of the eſtabliſned Church, (I might have added 
modeſtly to endeavour theſe Explications) at the be- 
ginning of a new Parliament, than furiouſly of your 
own Heads to puſh it near the Expiration of an old 
one? | | | 
What ſecurity my Anſwerer would have me give 
the Difenters, or what ſecurity it may be proper for 
any others to give the Diſſenters, that their friends of 
the eſtabliſh'd Church will then, to that end, join 
with them, I won't pretend to determine. If we have 
only hopes that ſomething of this nature may bel 


effected, or at leaſt attempted, we ought not, againſt P, 
the beſt advice of our friends, to be Tools to the 
Tories in puſhing the affair now; and I ſtill continue 
in the ſame ſentiment, that the beginning of a Sep- 
tennial Parliament is a more proper time than the 
latter end of one, becauſe our Friends who we be- 
lieve are in Principle inclined to help us, will, ſhould 


they 
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they attempt or effect this Repeal, have a longer 
vacancy to. conciliate - thoſe others of our Friends, 
who only in point of Intereſt would ſerve us. ' And 
notwithſtanding we- have been ſo often told to the 
contrary, as well in Print as in Converſation ; if I. 
am not miſinform*d, when the Occaſional Conformity 
and Schiſm Acts were repeal'd, there were four 


Seſſions to come of that Parliament. 5 

lmight, and would have been much larger in 
y Animadverſions on my Anſwerer thus far, had 
ot a Pamphlet come to my Hands, after I had 


g<t- conſidered the Anſwer to four of my Queries; and 
ared as that Pamphlet ſets the whole Affair in a good light, 
0 m would recommend it to the peruſal of the Gen- 
the tlemen who are deputed from the ſeveral Congre- 


gations of Proteſtant Diſſenters, to attend the Report, 
and receive the Opinion of the Committee relating to 
| this Affair; the Pamphlet is intituled the Danger of 
ends a raſh and unſeaſonable Application for the Repeal 

dded I of the Corporation and Teſt- Atts, | 
be- The twelfth and laſt Query. | 
your By Whether a certain /riſþ L——d, who, if common 
Report may be credited, betrayed your civil Rights, 
in the beginning of the Reign of his late Majeſty 


S1VelKing George, of glorious Memory, when you might 
r for Wave obtained the Repeal you are now ſo zealouſly 
ds of truggling for, had he not told the King to this effect, 
Join ar you did not deſire it: a Perſon who has diſ- 
have Incerted and divided you in your Religious Cha- 
y beater, and in a way greatly to the Diſhonour of the 
zainſt proteſiant Diſſenters : a Perſon who, for what rea- 
o thei ſons you need not be told, is juſtly neglected in a 


eligious and political Reſpect, and hath little weight 


pn publick Affairs: a Perſon who deſigns, if he can, 
n theo make himſelf ſignificant, by forwarding this 
e be. ¶oultenian Scheme, for ſo I call your puſhing Deſign, 
ould is a fit perſon to conduct ſuch an affair as this is 


wherein the Stability of his Majeſty's Government, 
| e | ET the 


„ „ 
the Peace of the Kingdom, and the Honour and 
Security of the Proteſtant Diſſenters are ſo much con- 
cern'd ! . 10 e 

Great pains are taken, and many Pages are ſpent, 
by my Anſwerer to vindicate be <p ſhall f call 
him, Hero, Patriot, Patron. We have a loud Outcry 
of infamous Attempts to traduce, blaſt, ſtab this i 
Lo——d's Character. Declamatory Appeals are 
made to others to raiſe their Indignation againſt the 
Writer of the Reaſons againſt Puſhing, c. and 
abundance of ſtir there is, to advance this L —d's 
Reputation, and ſet forth his Worth and Significancy. 
Tam apt to think that the other Queries had lain 
quiet and untouch'd, had it not been for the ſake of 
this laſt ; which I the rather _—_ becauſe of 
the weak Anſwers, which, (I Hope I have ſhown, 
are given to them. But why all this Pother and 
Noiſe ? For my part I ſhould never have meddled 
with this L——d, nor his former Conduct, did he 
not now officiouſly ſet himſelf at the head of a Party 
to diſtreſs an honeſt, innocent People, that he was 
the main Inſtrument of fatally dividing ſome time 
ago, Where ſo great and valuable an Intereſt as 
that of the Proteſtant Diſſenters lies at ſtake, the man 
who puts it into ſuch a dangerous Hazard, by ſet- 
ing up himſelf at the head of it, and puſhing on vio- 
lent meaſures, that tend to diſconcert and deftroy it ; | 
ought to be inform'd what the World ſays of him. 
I don't know that the high Character of any particu» 
lar private Perſon ſhould be put in the balance a- 
gainſt the Damage he is likely to bring on ſo noble, 
extenſive, and uſeful an Intereſt ; and if there was but 
fo much as a ſuſpicion of an Injury formerly done to 
that Intereſt by him, it ought to be told, to prevent nt 
weak and unwary perſons from _ ſeduc'd by his Mc 
reſent miſchievous Artifices. The Diſſenters are al- 
jowed to be, in general, a Sober, Honeſt and Religious 
ſet of People, and whoſoever undertakes to head _ | 
IX . ought 


"I NR 8 3 3 8 
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6 

ought to be one of a ſound Mind, of approv'd Vera- 
city, of ſtrict Honour and Fidelity, and of undiſ- 
>mbled Piety; a Perſon, who, if poſſible, was never 

guilty of any publick and priyate Blot. 
Ay Anſwerer I find, by often mentioning the 
Title, and in ſuch a forced and awkward way as he 
does, is not a little nettled,- that I ſhould give his 
” {Hero the epithet of Jriſb L—4:; for my part 1 
ad no deſign in it, but to diſtinguiſh him from an 
17/4 Peer, and I hope this won't, be reckon'd any 
part of my attempt to ſtab his Character. How- 
ver, rather than offend a weak Brother, I will leave 
put the term Jriſß for the time to come. And now to 
he matter of Scandal charged upon the Author. of 
he Reaſons. Query, Whether a certain {ri/þ Lord, 
vho, if common Report may be credited, betray'd 
your civil Rights in the beginning of the Reign of 
his late Majeſty King George of glorious Memory, 
when you might have obtain'd the Repeal; you are 
| ow ſo zealouſly ſtruggling for, had he not told the 
arty Wing to this effect, that you did not deſire it, &c. 
Was Now in anſwer to this, my Author ſays, “ *tis well 
* known that this L——d has facrificed his own 
ſt as . Intereſt in many Inſtances, to the Rights of the 
man . Proteſtant Diſſeniers. I don't know, for my own 


ſet· part, what Intereſt of his this .d has ever ſacri- 
V10* iced to the Rights of the Proteſtant Difſenters : he 
ray have on other accounts ſuſtain'd Loſſes as well 
bim. other Diſenters, who once were led aſide by 2 
c1cu” tal and ſhameful Scheme; but as to the ſacrificing 
5 s own Intereſt for the ſake of his adherence to the 


EF roteftant Difſenters, I declare I am a ſtranger to it; 
90 1 won't deny that our Author may know ſome- 
hing of this nature, becauſe he appears to be very | 
ntimate with his Lordſhip's Affairs. However, if 


y his ccounts were balanced, I don't doubt but it would 
re al. pe made manifeſt, that this L—d has got more by 
4 de Diſſenting Imereſt, then ever he loſt for it. 
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Our Anſwerer is pleas'd to charge it upon the Au- 


and converſation, by the way, is not very narrow and 


endeavour, by putting it into a categorical Propoſi- 


| Converſation this L——d had with his late Majeſty, 


Cad) 


thor of the Reaſons, that he himſelf coin'd, ſtamp'd, 
and uttered this Report, and then paſſed it for com- 
mon. I can aſſure this Anſwerer, that the Author 
of the Reaſons did not coin this Report, and then 

ſay it was common; this has been a common Report 
for many Years, and not merely in the converſation 
of the Writer of that Paper, (whoſe acquaintance 


confined.) ESE | „ 1b 
But there are thouſands to teſtify that it was a 
common' Report, long before it was inſerted in the 
Queries, and as ſuch, and no other, the Author of 
the Reaſons mentioned it; tho our Anſwerer would 


tion to make the World believe that it was only the 
Author's own private Aſſertion. Ed 
*T'is true, it is hard for any one to affirm what 


when he had the honour of being admitted to his 
Cloſet ; and at this diſtance of time to prove that 
this Ld did ſay ſuch words, or to that effect, 
that the Author of the Reaſons ſets down. But 
what then? will it follow from hence that it il 
but a pretended Report, or that there is not (ſofffl © 
much as) the leaſt pretence to colour it? There 
would never be this Smoak without ſome Fire, and 
what almoſt every body ſays.— This Report was ſpread 
and received when this L. d was in the height o 
his Reputation and Grandure, and that not only by 
thoſe whom he may look upon as his Enemies, but 
by his hearty Friends. The Currency of the Report 
no man, who is acquainted beyond his own Chim 
ny Corner, can deny; tho the truth of the Fact ma) 
be diſputed: but after all, what does our Anſwere 
offer to ſet aſide the verity of this common Report 
Log + truly in an artful way, he tells us of abundance 
of Facts of the late King's Reign, ſome of which | 
know, and others I won't pretend to diſhelieve, the 
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Au- Il confeſs I am ignorant of them; nor dol ſee a 

p'd, one who was not moſt familiar with this L—d and his 
:om- ¶ Management in the Affairs related, could be privy 
thor ¶ to them. But ſuppoſing all related in the Anſwer to 


be known Fact, and common Report too, it does 
port Ml not follow from thence that this L—d might not ſay 
ation Wl ſo and ſo to the late King; nay, it was very well 
ance Wl known at that time, that this L—d was againſt the 


and BW Repeals; and I doubt not but many may be found 


| to witneſs the ſame, both from his Converſation at 
123 a the Fountain-Tavern in Stocks- Market, and his Con- 
n the ¶ duct at Briſtol. And if we were to look as far back 
or of as the Union itſelf, there is ſufficient ground to be- 
vould BR lieve he was of the ſame Opinion, and artfully diſ- 
poſi- WM hearten'd the Scozch from inſiſting on the Repeal of 
y the W the 72-4, for which kind Service this ſelf-denying 
155 L—d accepted the ſmall favour of a thouſand Pound 
what per Annum, to ſay no more. 


jeſty, It will be ſaid the Reaſon why that L—d did 


o his diſcourage the Diſenters Puſhing for the Repeal of 
that the Corporation and Teſt-As- at that time was, be- 
effect, cauſe the Miniſtry was againſt it; and therefore it 

But was not in theſpower of any Man to get ſuch a Re- 
- it is peal. Very good! Why ſhould not the ſame Rea- 
Xt (ſo ſon determine to the ſame Conduct now? Why 
ſhould we Puſh againſt the Miniſtry now? For 
my own part, I acknowledge, I have never ſeen 


any Reaſons to convince me that this is a proper 
zht off time to Puſh this matter; and I have read moſt, if 
ly by not all, that has been wrote on that fide of the Queſ- 
„ but tion: and therefore I muſt ſtill proteſt againſt Puſh- 
LeportiſWU ing now, and I doubt not but I have the Majority 
him of the conſcientious Diſſenters mith nme. 

t ma) My Anſwerer ſeems to bear very hard upon me, 
were by inſinuating that my Pen is venal and malicious, 
p and that I am an obſcure Hackney- writer, who have 


undertook to publiſh a Two-penny Libel ; but ſup- 
poſing I ſhould not be all this, what then? It's only 
ſaying that he did not mean me, and there is an end 


of 


* 


* ** 
1 
* 1 
at: 
4 1 
1 
1 N 
LE. 70 
Is > 
F#: J 
1s 
. 
4 
7 1. 14 
197 
TB 
1 
*. 17 
te : 
A 
; 
WÞ . ; > 
" i! 
„ 
Is 
11 
4. 
- I 
„ 
** - : 
i& LTH 
= 
* 
9. "1; 
3 
"qt = 
= 
: W 
1 
1 
8 
+ |. fi 
. 
2 
Þ 
oy i 
« K 14 
A. 1 
1 5 
* F 
4 * 
„ 
"EY 1 
. 
1 
* FO 
1 
: * * 
2 
in 5 - 
* 

i, 4 
8 
7 -| TEE) 

. 

4.. £8 
# +4 3 
vg Bs 8 
- $M} 
1 14 
_ 
1 11 

1 
7 7 
Z 1 

74 
EE 
n 
: * 
, 
> 
. q 
=> 
* Le 4 
= 6 
2 * 
: * 
af 1 
* 
4 43 
» 1 
4 5 
- 
» : 7 
R 
) 'P 
7 
- . 
, 
ed 
q 
* > 
4, * 
1 
1 * 

0 1 
1 

3. 
. 4 

3 * 
1 1 
. 

14 1. 
* $ 
4 . * 
c 47 

59 

» + af; 7 

: n 
4 * Þ : 
5 P 
8: 3 
L » 

N 
$1 4's 
* 

* x 
1 
WF - 

- * 
1 ; 
& bb * 
1 


. — 2 
— — 

— Er W M on 4 
Dy > pom, rv Ry — — . 

Mice,” 4 ERSSE 52652 — 
* 


| of it. But ſuppoſing he does mean me, I an't angry 
ſo much againſt groundleſs Surmiſes and Inſinuationg, 


penny mercenary Scriblers. But to come to Con- 


in Fact eſpouſed by the majority of the Diſſenting 


( 22) 
with him at all for it; only a Writer that is pleading 


might as well have not given out ſuch a filly Innuendo. 
It is an old Saying, the Woman would not have ſought 
for her Daughter in the Oven if ſhe had not been 
there herſelf ; jealous Heads are uſually accompa- 
ny'd with guilty Hearts. I wiſh my Anſwerer don't 
Prove to be a venial Hackney-writer ; for tho he 
may think to ſkreen himſelf, becauſe, forſooth, his 
Paper has Price Four-pence at the beginning of it 
yet I muſt tell him the World will look on him 
as never the better for that; there are Four-penny 
and Six-penny as well as Twelve-penny and Three- 


feſſion, I poſitively declare, that if my Anſwerer gets 
o more by Writing, than I have done, he will 
— but very poor Earnings of it. | TE 
Nay, fuffer me only one Word more as to this: 
if the Author of the Reaſons, and the Anſwerer 
were both known, I perſwade myſelf the former 
would no more be ſuſpected of being a mercenary 
Pen than the latter, let him be who he will. I have 
2 Character as well as he, and I don't. care to loſe 
it; to be reckoned a venal or malicious Writer, no 


* 


more than he does. 1 

Our Anſwerer ſeems to keep as cloſe to this L—d 
as his own Shadow; he is with him, I find, in all 
Places and Companys where publick Buſineſs is done, 
and is Maſter, if he tells his Story right, of his Con- 
duct both in political and religious Societys. He can 
tell us both what he did in the Houſe of Commons, 
and at private Meetings of the Diſſenters. But I ca 
inform our Author, that tho this L—d did oppoſe 
the ſending the Advices to Salters-Hall, yet many 
plainly ſaw it was becauſe he ſuſpected they would 
not be approved by the majority of the Miniſters ; 
nor indeed (for all our Author's ſay ſo) were they 


Mini- 


„„ | 
Miniſters at Salters-Zall, notwithſtanding the Coim- 
try Poſe, who (tho they had no Right to appear at 
hat Meeting) came in to forward them. Indeed 
they proved an unhappy Bone of Contention to us, 
and when the Difference, they made among us, will 
be compromis'd, God only knows. We OI? 


Our Author muſt be very free with, and have a 


975 moſt intimate knowledge of, this L—d's Intentions, 
his o tell us that he does not take this Sheme to be a 
ir; N Poullenian Scheme; and yet he ſays in the next 
him Vords, it is not of much Conſequence whoſe Scheme 
nny t is, provided it be a good one: by which Tender- 
lrec-Nieeſs in ſpeaking of this matter, there is great room 
don o ſuſpect either that our Anſwerer, or this E—d, or 
gets doth are in the Secret; that he is purſuing no private 


iews, or Paſſions; and that to the 9 as a Pro- 
eſtant and an Eugliſbman, as a moſt dutiful Subject 
o the King, and as an unfeigned Lover of his Coun- 
ry, this Lord has done himſelf the Honour on e- 


mer Nery occaſion to facrifice every private Intereſt and 
nary Paſſion of his own. I hope it is all true; but who 
have Nnade our Author this L d's Godfather, to pro- 
loſe Nniſe in his Name that he ever will ? 1 1 8 


Far be it from me to charge this Lord with being 
an Enemy to any Man; but methinks none but this 
Lord himſelf can be empowered to ſay that he is 
not, or ever was, an Enemy to any Man in the 
World,“ and I don't know how HE can ſay it 


8258 ich a good Grace, when he reflects upon the unhap- 
can WF) Harburgh Affair, wherein he ſeemed at leaſt to 
ons, I ct as an Enemy to many, and drew on himſelf ma- 
I can y.Enemies, beſides great and perſonal Inconveniences. 
poſe thall add no more, for I have taken up already too 
nany uch Ink. and Paper in this perſonal Controvetſy; As 
ould Iny Anſwerer tells me, that this L—d (who I fup- 
ers; pofe has told him the ſame) heartily prays God to 
they {give me; I ſuppoſe for what I have ſuggeſted, 
ing i hich he thinks to be to his Diſhonour. —_— 
3 te 


tell this Id again, that I heartily" pray God*bof 
forgive him, all the war 4 and [Diſtreſs he haz 
brought at any. time upon the Pro/eſtant Diſſenting 
Intereſt, and which he is now in the opinion of grea 
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Notwithſtanding all that I have wrote either in my 
Reaſons: or theſe Animadverſions, I freely declare 

I bear no Enmity or III-will to any Man. alive, 
much leſs to that L—d whom I am thought to treat 
ſo unjuſtly. It's the Cauſe and Intereſt of the Natio 
in general, and of the Proteſtant Diſſenters in parti 
cular, that I am pleading for; and I can't bear to ee 
this diſtreſſed by the artful or miſtaken managemen 
of any great Man. Tho ſhould I be convinced any 
time - hereafter, that in my [abundant Zeal for a no: 
ble Cauſe, as I think, I have injuriouſly treated the 
L—d B=——s Character, I would in as publick ; 
manner as HE ſhould deſire acknowledge my 
Fault, and beg his Pardon, I own'I am. againft the 
Puſh at this time, not purely becauſe the Miniſtry 
ſays it is not proper, as tho they only deſign' d in 
courtly way to put the Affair off, which is what the 
Puſbers ſuggeſt; but becauſe in my own Conſcience 
upon the matureſt Thought, and. the moſt weight 
Reaſons, atleaſt as they appear to me, Icannot think 
it proper; and was I honoured with one of the higheſt 
Stations in the Kingdom, I believe I ſhould be of th 
ſame Mind. Nevertheleſs I would wait and pray for 
ſome happy Time, which I hope won't be very long, 
when the Explication of thoſe. Acts, that the. Prote 
ſtant Diſſenters have for many Years beeniwiſhing for, 
will be made to the Safety of the Nation, and Advan 
tage of the Difſenters.z and I truſt, to uſe the words o 
my Anſwerer, That the expectation of the imple will nol 


